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They were no reply to critics whose precise wish was that the Party should be split; that it should make its appeal to a different public; and bid as Lord Beaverbrook had to bring the more extreme elements of the left to the more salutary cause of Empire and Tariffs. In other words the critics of the Conservative Party wanted to create a more Tory appeal to the upper and lower of the producing classes, while those who remained loyal wished to continue to rely on their "moderate," and as often as not, Liberal supporters. It was manifest at this point that the conflict that raged about the leadership of the Conservative Party was more than one of emphasis. It was becoming one of principle.
The meanwhile was occupied by another bye-election, which was perhaps the most farcical.   At South Paddington no fewer than three ostensibly imperialist candidates took the field*   The representative of the United Empire Party was unclaimed by any higher power, while Lord Beaverbrook threw his energies into the support of an Independent Conservative, Admiral Taylor.   The local organisation had undoubtedly chosen a weak official candidate which was hardly fair on the Conservative Central Office.   Mr. Baldwin tried during the contest to come to some agreement with Lord Beaverbrook.   He wrote his terms in a letter which the latter rejected.   The issue had resolved itself into the simplest form.    Mr.  Baldwin wanted to go to Ottawa with a free hand, whereas Lord Beaverbrook wanted him to go already committed to food taxes.   There is no doubt that  Lord  Beaverbrook was  demanding  a  course that would prove unwise in the circumstances, but which was the only hope of achieving any appreciable result.    At Ottawa as elsewhere, however, the bold action would have to be modified by prevailing circumstances.    Of those circumstances  the  presence  of  the   Conservative leader would be an essential feature.   The precipitate course of the  Empire  Crusaders was calculated to prejudice Mr. Baldwin's personal position, whereas a statesman of immense